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The CEOSI cancels the activities organized in Gijon and Madrid
from 18" to 21** June due to terrorist threats by groups linked to
the Iraqi government

The Spanish Campaign Against the Occupation and for the Sovereignty of Iraq
(CEOSI) has decided to cancel the activities that were to take place in Gijon from
18th to 20th June and in Madrid on 21st June in the framework of the
Internacional Conference of the Iraqui Political Resistance: Iraq, Sovereignty and
Democratic Reconstruction. This decision has been taken as a result of death
threats against members of the organization and their families, in addition to
threatened attacks against Spanish institutions. These threats have been
transmitted directly to the Spanish government by the Iraqi authorities,
demanding the cancellation of the Conference and related activities. It is to be
supposed that such threats would be implemented by paramilitary groups linked
to the government of Nuri Al-Maliki itself.

The CEOSI considers that the Spanish government has not taken any efficient
measures against this situation, and this has forced the CEOSI to take such
measures. Given the fact that the Spanish government, which currently holds
the Presidency of the European Union, has failed to act and bearing in mind the
delays and lack of clarity in the communication between the government and
CEOSI representatives, the CEOSI, in order to guarantee the safety of its
members and their families, has decided to cancel the activities which had been
planned.

The CEOSI confirms the visit to the Spanish Parliament by a delegation from the
Conference on Monday 21st. During this visit the situation will be explained, as
will occur in the press conference to be held today, Friday, in Gijén.

The CEOSI denounces the attitude of the Spanish government which, first, has
given in to the threats of economic reprisals by the acting government in Iraq,
going back on its initial commitment to grant visas. Subsequently, it has acted
as a channel for the transmission of direct threats of indiscriminate and
selective attacks against Spanish interests and citizens both inside and outside
Irag. Such threats have been issued by the entity which the Spanish
government considers its sole, legitimate partner for dialogue in Iraq, the Iraqi
government, a government which is a result of and is sustained by the
occupation. This situation has made it patently clear who exercises terror in Iraq
- the collaborationist institutions themselves - and how a government which
claims to be sovereign has bowed to them, contradicting the antiterrorist
discourse it upholds at a domestic level. Such an attitude has sabotaged the
initiative of lragi organisations which planned to express their commitment to
the liberation of Iraq, national dialogue as a response to terror, and the
democratic, all-embracing, civic and non-sectarian reconstruction of the
country.

We thank the Principality of Asturias and the distinguished Municipal Authorities
of Gijén for their permanent commitment to, support of and trust in this
initiative. For this reason, they have also been the target of pressure related to
non-specific security issues.



Finally, we thank our Iraqi, European and American friends and colleagues for
maintaining their commitment and travelling to Gijén. We encourage the former
to uphold legitimate resistance and the latter to maintain their commitment of
solidarity with the lraqi people.
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